
 

ñChildren with special needs at their bestò 

July 31
st
 2002, I 

had my second 
child, a girl we 
named Victoria.  
When she was 
born, she was criti-
cally ill.  It took us 
several months 
before we deter-
mined her diagno-
sis which is 

CHARGE SYNDROME.  After 6 months, 
we were finally able to take her home; it 
was very overwhelming.  We were immedi-
ately referred to NPCC.  
 
The Centre then formed a team of individu-
als each with a specific knowledge of Vic-
toriaôs multiple challenges.  These individu-
als addressed Victoriaôs most basic needs 
such as her inability to sit, stand, balance, 
and then walk.  Victoria has a tracheo-
stomy and therefore is unable to communi-
cate verbally.  The Childrenôs Centre has 
helped Victoria and our family to learn ba-
sic communication by the use of sign lan-
guage and assistive devices.   
 
Victoria did not have a lot of exposure to 
other children in play or social situations 
because of the medical limitations of 
CHARGE SYNDROME.  When it came 
time for Victoria to prepare for junior kin-
dergarten, the NPCC had a wonderful pro-
gram called ñStepping Stonesò.  This pro-
gram is very similar to a JK or a preschool 
setting.  The children are there for ten 
weekly 2 hour sessions.  They learn about 
routine, taking directives, and completing 
tasks, all while interacting, socializing, and 
playing with other children.  This program 
gave Victoria a foundation to build on.  
Secondarily, it also gave us the opportunity 
to work out the kinks by evaluating her 
needs before entering JK.  This program 
was not just for the kids but also included a 

support group for the parents.  While the 
children were at the program, we were 
able to talk and vent with the other parents 
about different subjects concerning special 
needs children.   
 
NPCC also organized a seminar from the 
local school boards to discuss the different 
opportunities and schools in the Niagara 
Region.  This presentation was extremely 
helpful. It gave me the information I 
needed to start the ball rolling to register 
Victoria in a school set up for her specific 
needs.  
 
If I had any suggestions for other parents, 
it would be to enrol their child into the 
Stepping Stones Program, if available.  
Also, to attend the seminar scheduled in 
the fall of each year with the school boards 
on transition to school.  If it was not for 
attending that seminar, I would not have 
discovered that the school that my daugh-
ter was to attend would not have been suit-
able for her.   At Victoriaôs individual school 
transition meeting, we further discussed 
her needs and found the perfect school.   
 
The JK year is almost at an end, and my 
daughter, Victoria, is just thriving.  She has 
a wonderful Educational Assistant who is 
fluent in sign language, and a teacher who 
has taught her so much that she can read 
over 75 words and sign over 200!  
 
Even though Victoriaôs transition to JK was 
fairly smooth, her needs are ongoing and 
continuing.  We have had the support from 
the Childrenôs Centre throughout the 
school year to help with the transition.  The 
people at the Childrenôs Centre have been 
a tremendous help in finding the resources 
we need to help our daughter live a pros-
perous and successful life. There are not 
any words to express how grateful our 
family is.  
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Message from the CEO                    

In the summer issue of Kaleidoscope we 
are continuing to emphasize the theme 
of partnerships that make the care pro-
vided at the Niagara Peninsula Chil-
drenôs Centre successful.   
 
However, this issue will have an even 
more focused message about partner-
ships and the transition processes that 
take place to help children and families 
successfully move from one stage of life 
to another. For example, some transi-
tions could include moving into school, 
moving from elementary to secondary 
school, and moving from the teen years 
into adulthood.   
 
We hope you will find these stories on 
transitions and other articles interest-
ing and helpful.      Tim Wright, CEO 

When Itôs Time To Leave NPCC School                     

Transition planning is an integral 
part of all programs at NPCC 
School.  As soon as a student is 
accepted into a program at the 
school, the program team begins 
the process of creating a thorough 
and well thought out transition plan. 
 
All transition planning at NPCC 
School is rooted in partnerships 
which combine expertise from 
within and outside NPCC School to 
ensure that the transition to the 
community school or to the general community is a smooth 
process.  The partners may include the student, their fam-
ily, staff from the local school board(s), community agency 
staff, members of the educational team, members of the 
therapy team, the NPCC School Principal and the Liaison 
Teacher. 
 
There are several key steps to the transition process at 
NPCC School, all of them carefully facilitated by the Liaison 
Teacher.  The process begins early in the school year, with 
the identification of key goals/benchmarks for the student to 
achieve while at NPCC School.  These goals provide the 
direction for the program and assist the team in identifying 
when a student is ready to return to a community school.  
The next step in the transition process occurs during the 
placement review meetings held in January, where pro-
gram teams review the progress of each child related to 
their identified goals.  Upon completion of these meetings, 
recommendations are shared with families regarding 
whether or not a student will remain at NPCC School or 
return to their community school.  At this time, staff from 
the local school boards are invited to each program to ob-
serve students from their respective boards.  This assists 

them in ensuring the necessary 
resources are in place to meet the 
studentôs needs upon return to 
their community school. 
 
Upon completion of the school 
board visits, the program teams 
and the School Intervention Ther-
apy Teams collaboratively com-
plete a Student Success-Transition 
to School Portfolio for each student 
leaving NPCC School.  This portfo-
lio provides our community schools 

with the key elements of the studentôs academic and thera-
peutic programs.  The information is presented at a Transi-
tion to School Meeting, where all partners involved come 
together to ensure a mutual understanding of the childôs 
needs and future program directions. 
 
The transition process does not end at the conclusion of 
the school year.  Early in the next school year, staff from 
community schools are invited back to NPCC School to a 
ñSend/Receiveò Meeting, which allows for the continuation 
of collaborative problem solving related to the childôs initial 
experiences with transition back to a community school.  
NPCC program teams remain available for consultation to 
the schools, should any needs arise. 
 
At each step of the process the Liaison Teacher at NPCC 
School and the Social Worker from NPCC are involved to 
ensure all the necessary elements of the transition process 
are completed and that each partner is aware of the role 
they play in the transition process. It really does take a 
whole village to raise, educate and transition a student of 
NPCC School! 

ñTransition planning begins upon      
acceptance, and ends with student      

success!ò 

As part of our ongoing efforts to en-
sure that we are providing quality care 
to children and families, the NPCC 
will be conducting a survey in June.  
 
ñProcesses of Careò refers to 
how health care providers 
such as therapists and social 
workers give services to chil-
dren and families.  The 
Measure of Processes of 
Care (MPOC) is a reliable 
and validated questionnaire that en-
ables us to measure how family-
centered our services are perceived 
to be by parents.  MPOC asks ques-
tions about a variety of behaviours of 
health care providers that parents of 
children with special needs have iden-

tified to be important.  
 
The questionnaire will take about 10-
15 minutes to complete. No identify-

ing information is attached to the  
responses so parents can be as-
sured that their answers are con-
fidential.  The results of the sur-
vey will be available to all NPCC 
parents. This report will include  
what NPCC will be doing with the 
information gathered from the 

survey.  
 
If you are interested in further infor-
mation on the survey  contact Dorothy 
Harvey, Manager of Infant and Pre-
school Services. 

Measurement of Processes of Care at NPCC               
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On Tuesday, April 10, a 
long-time sports tradition 
continued in the Niagara 
area as the Niagara Penin-
sula Childrenôs Centre 
hosted its First Annual 
Sports Celebrity Dinner. For 
50 years, the popular event  
had been hosted by the 
Knights of Columbus and 
the Shriners.  The NPCC Foundation 
opted to assume the responsibility for 
hosting this event as they did not 
want to see it come to an end. 
 
More than 500 enthusiastic people 
turned out for the event which has 
received numerous accolades for a 
tremendous success. More than 
$41,000 was raised to provide ther-
apy for 2900 children with physical or 
communicative disabilities from all 12 
municipalities in Regional Niagara. 

Jack Foster, Chair of the Niagara 
Peninsula Childrenôs Centre Founda-
tion Board of Trustees has an-
nounced  plans for the second annual  
event are already underway.  It is his 
intention to make this function the 
best Sports Celebrity Dinner in the 
province for many years to come.  
 
Scotiabank was the corporate spon-
sor for the April 10 dinner which fea-
tured National Hockey League leg-
ends Jean Beliveau, Johnny Bower 

and Dennis Hull, Canadian 
Football League Hall of Famer 
Angelo Mosca, former Toronto 
Maple Leafs and Boston Bru-
ins goalie Ed Chadwick, 
George Hudson Jr., offensive 
lineman with the Hamilton Ti-
ger-Cats and Special Olympics 
Athlete Bruce Penner. 
 

The evening also provided a venue 
for the 2006 inductees of the St. Ca-
tharines Sports Hall of Fame. Those 
honoured were Matthew ñHapò Wal-
ters, Gloria Anne Campbell, Dean 
Norton McBride, Peter Berge and 
Robert Stoddart. 
 
Presentations were made to the new 
inductees by Mayor Brian McMullan.   

Childrenôs Centre Hosts Sports Celebrity Dinner 

Issue 3 Page 3 

Standard Radioôs Radiothon Reaches New Hearts 
and New Heights   

For the fourth 

c o n s e c u t i v e 

year, Newstalk 

610 CKTB, 

105.7 EZ Rock 

and 97.7 HTZ-

FM raised sig-

nificant dollars 

to benefit the 

Niagara Penin-

sula Childrenôs Centre through the 

ñHave A Heartò Niagara Kids Ra-

diothon.  The three-day live broadcast 

from Niagaraôs Pen Centre raised 

more than $221,000, the most suc-

cessful year yet.   

Throughout the radiothon interviews 

with children, their families and NPCC 

staff  helped to showcase the need for 

funding to enable the Centre to con-

tinue their outstanding work.   

  
NPCC Foundation Chair Jack Foster 
says, ñOnce again, we would like to 
express our sincerest gratitude to the 
hundreds of Standard Radio listeners 
from Ontario and New York State for 
opening their hearts to Niagara's chil-

dren with special 
needs.ò  
 
 The manage-
ment and staff 
from Standard 
radio's three 
b r o a d c a s t i n g 
stations in the 
Niagara Region   

      did an out-
standing job in delivering the Centre's 
message throughout the three-day 
event.  The success stories featured 
in their interviews touched the hearts 
of thousands of listeners.  As a result 
of participation from so many of our 
NPCC families, the phones were con-
stantly ringing and the pledges poured 
in.  
 
A special thanks also to the Pen Cen-
tre for their support in providing such 
an outstanding venue for the Ra-
diothon.  
 
All of these combined efforts will make 
a positive difference in the lives of 
hundreds of children with physical and 
communicative disabilities. 

 

The twelfth annual 
Shakespeare in the 
Vineyard Season with 
six performances of 
ñThe Winterôs Taleò on 
July 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 

and 21 at 7pm is once again in support 
of NPCC. This annual event at the 
Henry of Pelham winery is now recog-
nized as a ñmust-doò wine country fea-
ture . 

ñThe Winterôs Taleò is a tale about a 
Royal family torn apart when jealous 
King Leontes imprisons his pregnant 
wife Hermione on charges of infidelity 
and exiles his newly born daughter. 
Sixteen years later in the pastoral ha-
ven of Bohemia, a young girl raised by 
two shepherds falls in love with a 
prince. Their love starts a magical jour-
ney leading to the key that will heal her 
familyôs wounds. 

 
Tickets are $25 each, and are avail-
able by calling the Centre for the Arts 
Box Office, Brock University, at (905) 
688-5550 extension 3257, or can be 
p u r c h a s e d  o n  l i n e  a t 
www.arts.brocku.ca. 
  

2007 Shakespeare in the 
Vineyard supports NPCC  



 

ñChildren with special needs at their bestò Page 4 Issue 3 

Melt the Miles Away with These Hot Ideas  

 A little planning ahead can turn those 
long car trips into part of the summer 
fun. Here are some tips to help pave 
the way for a successful journey: 
 

Plan ahead é 
 
Use over-the-seat organizers to keep 
toys within reach. 
 
Use  a metal cookie tin  or 
lunch box to store magnetic 
toys such as letters, numbers, 
shapes, magnetic puzzles or 
magnetic Mr. Potato Head. 
The lid can then be used 
as a play surface. 
 
Purchase some inex-
pensive party fa-
vours   and small  
toys.  Give  
them out at 
specific times 
such as mid 
morning, after 
lunch or late after- noon.       
 
Bring a lap desk, crayons, stickers and 
lots of scrap paper. 
 
Bring a variety of books, pop up books, 
talking books, comics and magazines. 
 
Bring a variety of toys (check out the 
dollar store) ï fidget toys such as 
koosh balls, textured balls, blowing 
toys such as pinwheels, small flash-
lights, light sticks, threading activities, 
magnetic games, puppets and finger 
puppets, visual timers and glitter 
wands. 
 

 
 
 

Things to doé 
 
Count cows, red barns, police cars, 
foreign license plates, etc. 
 
Keep a tally sheet of various things 
(schools, bridges, barns, mailboxes, 
churches, billboards, etc).  Have chil-
dren watch out of their side of the car 
and tally what they find. 

 
Buy commercially available travel 

games such as travel bingo 
or cards with things to 

watch for. 
 
Look for letters on 
signs, begin with A 
on one sign, then B 
on another and so 
on  through the 
alphabet  (try with  

numbers as well). 
 

P l a y  ñ I  s p y ò  
(incorporate I spyé colours, 

shapes, something that starts with the 
letteréetc) 
 
Play word rhyming games ï see how 
many words you can rhyme. 
 
Finish the sentence ï begin a sen-
tence and let someone else finish it; 
see how silly it can get! 

Why a Policy Change?  
Due to new paid parking policies at 
neighbouring facilities, we have experi-
enced increased use of our parking lot  
by individuals not attending the Centre. 
This has made it difficult to find parking 
for those involved with NPCC. It has 
been brought to our attention that 
some parents have had to pay for 
parking next door. In order to rectify 
the situation, NPCC has implemented 
a new parking policy. 
 
New Parking Policy  
May 1, 2007 
 
Parent/Caregiver Parking  
Families receiving NPCC service will 
be given a Family Parking tag that will 
be valid for a four  month period. The 
parent parking tag will be colour coded 
and date stamped. Programs providing 
service will make sure families have 
the proper tags for them to display on 
their dash.  
 
Visitors and Volunteers  
Parking and security will go hand in 
hand. We will direct visitors and volun-
teers to report to NPCCôs main recep-
tion to receive a ñDay Passò for park-
ing, and sign in. The day pass is date 
and time sensitive, it will be completed 
by the receptionist.  
 
Towing  
Parking will be monitored. Untagged 
vehicles will be recorded and receive 
one warning. Vehicles that continue 
to be noncompliant will be towed.  
 
We like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your cooperation and 
continued support. At NPCC,   our cli-
ents and families come first and we do 
our best to preserve adequate parking 
for Centre use.  
 

HENDERSONôS                     
PHARMASAVE  

 
JOHN E. HENDERSON  B.Sc. Phm 

Pharmasave # 765 
15 Front St. S., P.O. Box 67 

Thorold, ON  L2V 3Y7 
Tel: (905) 227-2511 
Fax: (905) 227-9110 

Email: pharmasavehenderson@yahoo.ca 
Website: www.pharmasave.com 

Important Information for 
Parents, Visitors and  

Volunteers...  
 

Changes  
to Parking      

Policies at NPCC  

Stair Lifts, Porch Lifts, Elevators, 
Ceiling Lifts, Wheelchairs, Power 

Wheelchairs, Scooters, etc. 
   

MARY CHAPMAN  
 320 Vansickle Rd., Unit 2 

St. Catharines, ON. L2R 6P7 
Phone: (905) 685-4125 
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Itôs being called ñCruise-in on the 
Parkwayò as the Niagara Corvette 
Club holds its Annual Car Show on 
Sunday, July 22 at Reif Estate Winery 
on the scenic Niagara Parkway over-
looking the Niagara River, in Niagara-
on-the-Lake. 
 
The venue will allow the club to show-
case a large number of the Niagara 
Regionôs finest collection of cars along 
with vehicles from all parts of Ontario, 
Michigan, Ohio and New York states. 
Some 100 Corvettes will be on display 
as well as a large variety of Classic 
Cars, Hot Rods, Muscle Cars, Trucks, 
Lo-Riders, Customs and Antiques. 
 
The general public is invited to attend 
the show, view the cars and speak 
with their owners.  Admission for the 
public is free. The public will also be 
invited to participate in judging the 

Peopleôs Choice Award. 
 
All owner participants are charged an 
entry fee of $10.00 with registration 
commencing at 8:00 a.m., and re-
maining open until 3:00 p.m. when 
trophies will be presented to show 
winners.  The first 200 cars to register 
will receive dash plaques and goodie 
bags.  
 
Public viewing commences at 10:00 
a.m. There will be door prizes, raffles 
and a 50/50 draw.  Visitors will have 
the opportunity to enjoy a hamburger 
or hot dog off the barbecue, with soft 
drinks and bottled water.   
 
All proceeds from the car show will be 
donated to the Niagara Peninsula 
Childrenôs Centre. Many thanks to 
Niagara Corvette Club which has sup-
ported the Centre since the club was 
formed, 33 years ago. 
 
Come out to enjoy this amazing 
event ... 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2006  
               

Watch Out Below!  15 Skydivers Jumping to help Niagaraôs Children 

The 9th Annual Partners In The Sky Jump in support of 
The Niagara Peninsula Childrenôs Centre and The Boys 
and Girls Club of Niagara is scheduled for Saturday, July 
14, 2007.  
 
Starting at 9:30 a.m. at Burnaby 
Skydive on Burnaby Road in 
Wainfleet, twenty Niagara area 
residents will participate in tan-
dem jumps with professional sky-
divers. The volunteer jumpers 
represent a cross section of the 
Niagara community, and include a 
board member from both the Boys 
and Girls Club and the Niagara 
Peninsula Childrenôs Centre 
 
This year NPCC will have at least 
15 jumpers, including 9 people 
who participated in a Dale Carnegie leadership project. 
One of them is Andy Glavic of  Glavic Financial Services 
who has jumped for the Childrenôs Centre previously and 
has volunteered to do it again. He challenged several 
other course participants and they accepted with a goal of 

raising $25,000. Andy says he has a special passion to 
help people and that children have a special place in his 
life. The nine jumpers have arranged for several pre-jump 

events to raise funds including a 
barbecue, an event at Seaway 
Mall, wings and wheels at Niagara 
District Airport and a draw for a 
flight over Niagara, courtesy of  
one of the jumpers, Jason Jaskey, 
with Niagara Air Tours. Ron Doi, 
another jumper has an event 
planned at his Boston Pizza Res-
taurant on Glendale Avenue in St. 
Catharines. 
 
In preparation for the jumps, par-
ticipants accept pledges on behalf 
of the two charities. Tax receipts 
are issued to all donors who 

pledge $20.00 or more. 
 
All jumpers will be filmed as they make their descent, and 
these films will be presented to each jumper as a me-
mento of the experience. 

Rev It  Up for Corvette Clubôs Annual Car Show 

Students at Laura Secord Secondary 
School in Queenston raised funds for 
the Niagara Peninsula Childrenôs Cen-
tre through two different events. 
 
At one event, students held a bake 
sale that resulted in a cheque presen-
tation of  almost $325.00. 
 
At the second event , Brianna Rogers 
participated in a Character Education 
Program called ñNobody Projectò. She 

created an ice 
cream parlour 
and raised 
$86.85 in hon-
our of her 2 
year old cousin 
who receives 
treatment at 
NPCC. 

Laura Secord helps NPCC  


